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SUBJECT: SRI LANKA AMBASSADOR'S CALL ON THE ACTING SECRETARY 

SRI LANKA AMBASSADOR KANAKARATNE MADE A BRIEF COURTESY CALL 
ON THE ACTING SECRETARY MARCH 29. THE AMBASSADOR NOTED THAT 
THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT BILATERAL PROBLEMS AND THE 
CONVERSATION THEREFORE WAS BROAD-GAUGED, TOUCHING UPON A 
NUMBER OF AREAS OF GENERAL CONCERN TO BOTH COUNTRIES. THE 
ACTING SECRETARY IDENTIFIED SOME OF THESE AS INCLUDING 
INDIAN OCEAN POLICY, SRI LANKA'S DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS, 

AND ITS KEY ROLE IN MULTILATERAL FORA. THE U.S., HE NOTED, 

WOULD BE WATCHING WITH EXPECTATION THE FORTHCOMING NEW DELHI 
NON-ALIGNED FOREIGN MINISTERS CONFERENCE. THE DISCUSSION 
ALSO COVERED SRI LANKA'S SOCIAL ACHIEVEMENTS, WHICH THE 
AMBASSADOR STRESSED AS A LONG-STANDING GSL PRIORITY ALONG 
WITH THE PRESERVATION OF A DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONAL FRAME- 
WORK AND HUMAN RIGHTS. KANAKARATNE ALSO CONVEYED GSL 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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APPRECIATION FOR U.S. ASSISTANCE TO SRI LANKA, BOTH 
BILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL. THE ACTING SECRETARY EXPRESSED 
SPECIAL INTEREST IN SRI LANKA'S FAMILY PLANNING ACHIEVEMENTS 
AND STATED OUR SATISFACTION WITH THE CONSTRUCTIVE USE TO 
WHICH U.S. AID HAS BEEN PUT. 
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